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HEARTBREAKERS

TUSCANY, ITALY

Probably the most delicious and reliable romantic weekend mini-break
out there, So utterly enchanting you need to pinch, pinch, pinch
yourself. This is the non-hotel lover's hotel - a restored 13th-century
Tuscan villa, aristocratically grand and with gravitas, bur without
being in the least bit intimidating; sweeping staircases, heavy doors,
great swathes of velverand silk. It has buckets of charm. It’s like living
in the pretriest of stage-sets, where a dash of Miss Havisham
eccentricity meets Grand Tour classicism. You're 30 minutes from
Siena, on a hilly winding corner with cypress trees, a soft breeze and the
freshest peach iced teain the world. Come to hole up and hide with
your lover, to swim in the freshwater pool and, in the evenings, to eat
salami and local cheese on an armchair in the garden of dainty flowers
and mesmerising views, candles blazing. A midsummer world of
dreaminess. Website borgosantopietro.com Book it Bellini Travel

(020 7602 7602) offers three nights from £483, including breakfast.

NAPA VALLEY, USA

Likea super-green version of Tuscany, with concierge plus. You
haven't really done Napa if you haven't been here. Its ascene, you
dress up. Everyone else staying is clearly NBA (vertiginously tall
and black) or Hollywood producer (micro-small and white);
both are clearly worth billions and tuck into pizza or egg-white
omelette for breakfast, depending on the day job. Perched high
on thehillabove the valley, the separate villas are like little bird's
nests looking out over the whole Jurassic wondrousness. Spend
a few hours counting the birds of prey from yoursizeable
balcony with borttle(s) of wine, backgammon on the go. Ah the
minibar, with those fizzy San Pellegrino lemon drinks that have
tin foil on the top of the cans. Then there’s the log burners and
the most dreamlike beds (and yes, you do rummage around

Pricey, too—burt then so is the French Laundry down the road,
which the concierge will have already booked for you. Sunbathe,
And then go to Rubicon, Francis Ford Coppolas private
vineyard; it's awesome, with milesand miles of underground
vaults—whatever the budget was, he blew it. Thisis a place of
bounty. Website aubergedusoleil.com Book it Kiwi Collection
(0203318 9541) offers doubles from £385, including breakfast.

OKAVANGO DELTA, BOTSWANA

Like nowhere else on earth. A glory-be thatjust got even more hallelujah
running through its veins. This is one of the legendary bush camps of
Africa, now run under the experteye of Wilderness Safaris, with bigger,
better roomsand a new, roofless, stargazing bed right next to where the
elephantssleep. Sicatop the world’s largest mammals, trunks swinging,
skin like burnt sausages, ears flapping back against your ankles, baby
elephants frolicking in the waters beside you. Swish, swish goes the
grass as you thunk through, encountering lions, cheetahs, wild dogs
and all the roaring brilliance of the astonishing Okavango Delta. The
whole experience hasaslow-coach, majestic 18th-century feel: looking
atthose gigantic, glimmering horizons you know you'reina pure,
untainted Africa— no other vehicles, no other people. You'll grow to
knowand love each of the camp elephantsand their personalities, as
well as help to wash them —in mud. Bring your children to ensure
forever memories. The tents are spectacular: mahogany beds, copper
bathsand viewing platforms of the sunlitlagoon. A mindblower.
Website abucamp.com Book it Africa Odyssey (020 7471 8780) offers
three nights from £5,500, full board, including flights and transfers.

looking for the label on the mattress). The restaurantis incredible.
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01242 787 800
www.redsavannah.com

RED SAVANNAH

CALISTOGA RANCH

NAPA VALLEY, USA

The most discreet of the vineyards in Napa—so discreet, in fact, that
you don't hump intoany other residents (which isashame, re;lll_v, since
folk like the Gaga and Naralie Portman are often here). Butyouwill find
alandscape artist giving workshops by the pool and mountains of gooey
aged cheese. And oh, the nature: timber housesand outdoor fire-warmed
living rooms. Sean, your charmingly attractive cabin boy, will tell you
aboura great trail where a guest recently spotted a deer followed closely
by a mountain lion. Go after them. Or play it safe by the pale-grey
pool. Pop into pretty local town St Helena (buy bed linen, stationery,
Christmas decorations), and the hotel will organise a spanking-new
Mercedes convertible for you in five minutes at no extra charge —slick!
Have dinner in the wine caves witha table set up in the middle of a
tealight maze— you'll say yes to whatever he asks. In the meantime,

a curious fact: ‘Babydoll’ sheep patrol the vineyards —they scare off the
birds but have very shortlegs so they can't reach the grapes. Fascinating,
Website calistogaranch.com Book it Virgin Holidays + Hip Hotels (0844
5732460) 0, ers three uigf)rs ﬁ'ﬂ m £1,800, includi ugﬂ:gbfs andcar hire.
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